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Book Review 
Annin, Robert Edwards. Ocean Ship-
ping. (New York, The Century Com-
pany, 1920. 427 p.) 
A book of this character is particularly 
welcome and appropriate at this time 
when a substantial foundation upon which 
to build future foreign trade is being laid. 
Apropos of this point there has been notice-
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able a failure in the actual realization of 
the export business concerning which there 
was so much discussion and enthusiasm 
two years ago. During the interim be-
tween the signing of the armistice and the 
present time, things have been settling, 
although rather imperceptibly, until now 
there appears to be a turn in the direction 
of a substantial upbuilding in the field of 
foreign commerce. 
Tonnage figures published recently by 
the Department of Commerce of the 
United States show that American ships 
entered and cleared with goods going to and 
coming from foreign ports aggregating 
55,240,000 net tons. These figures repre-
sent an increase of about 100% compared 
with the year 1914, and show that the 
United States have, for the first time since 
the C i v i l War, attained the position of 
carrying more than 50% of the total goods 
entered and cleared at American ports. 
In view of this situation, the book, 
"Ocean Shipping," is particularly welcome. 
The charge that American shippers know 
about as little concerning the packing 
and shipping of goods as any one in the 
world is pretty generally admitted. If 
there is any doubt about this one has only 
to talk with South American merchants 
who have had an opportunity in the past 
to compare American with European 
shippers. 
The book in question should be exceed-
ingly helpful to the American shipper if 
he will only study and follow it. The 
content of the book is generally divided 
into three parts, namely, "The Ship," 
"The Office," and "Charters." 
Under the first head there is discussed 
an American merchant marine, range of 
business, freight rates, the labor problems, 
terms and definitions, the cargo carrier, etc. 
Part two, dealing with The Office, takes 
up the machinery of foreign trade, for-
eign exchange, the traffic manager, general 
cargoes, marine insurance, the bill-of-lad-
ing, voyage accounts, and the keeping of 
records. 
The third part is rather technical and 
legal in its character. It deals with such 
matters as usually come within the prov-
ince of a maritime lawyer, and, conse-
quently, is of little more than passing in-
terest to the ordinary layman. 
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